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and significant glances and comments were exchanged. One of
them said:
(Under those rags of his, what a thigh the old fellow had! No
more errands for Irus! He was looking for trouble and he'll
find it.'
This was quite enough for Irus, whose heart failed him com-
pletely. But that did not stop the servants from girding up his
clothes and dragging him forcibly to the front, though he was
in such a state of panic that the flesh quivered on all his limbs.
And now he had to listen to a tirade from Antinous.
'You clodhopper!9 he shouted at him. 'You may well wish
you were dead or had never been born, if you're going to stand
quaking there in mortal terror of an old man done in by hard-
ships. I'll be blunt with you, and what I say holds good. If this
fellow beats you and shows himself the better man, I'll throw
you into a black ship and send you over to the continent to King
Echetus the Ogre, who'll have your nose and ears off with his
cruel knife and rip away your privy parts to give them as raw
meat to dogs/
The effect of this on Irus was to make him shudder all the
more. However, they dragged him into the ring, and the pair
put up their hands. Odysseus considered carefully whether he
should hit to kill outright or lay him flat with a gentler punch-
In the end he decided on the lighter blow, to avoid attracting
too much attention from the young lords to himself. Accord-
ingly, when they put up their hands and Irus drove at his right
shoulder, Odysseus struck Irus' neck below the ear and smashed
in the bones so that the red blood gushed up through his mouth
and he fell down in the dust with a groan, grinding his teeth and
drumming the earth with his feet. At this the young gallants
threw up their hands and nearly died oflaughing. But Odysseus
seized Irus by the foot and dragged him out through the en-
trance across the courtyard to the gate of the portico. There he
propped him against the courtyard wall, put his stick in his hand
and sternly passed sentence upon him:' Sit there now and keep
the pigs and dogs away. And unless you want worse trouble

